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Ezekiel 16:1 - 17:24

Chapter 16 is a description of Israel’s origins in death. The people had been like the unloved infants of ancient times who were thrown aside to die of exposure, but they were rescued by God and transformed into His nation. The descriptions in this chapter are graphic, but one commentator says that the Hebrew phrasing is even more so. Verse 8 describes an event of marriage. God took His people who had nothing and made them into His nation and His bride. 

After God had lifted them up and adorned them with all of the trappings of a loved, successful, and wealthy wife, the nation began to see herself as self-sufficient and became enthralled with her own beauty and power, rejecting the truth that her “Husband” had provided it all out of His love. She then became a harlot, a prostitute. Unlike other prostitutes who at least demanded payment for their favors, God’s nation was so eager to pursue other husbands that she actually paid her consorts (verses 33-34). 


Another irony seems to come in verses 20-22 where God describes their foul acceptance of the practice of child sacrifice. He had described their beginnings as babies cast aside and dying in their own blood; now they cast their own children into the fires of the false gods of Canaan.


Rebellion resided in God’s people both in the form of worshiping false gods and trusting in false friends. Rather than trust in God to protect and guide her, His nation turned to Assyria, Egypt, and other pagan nations for alignment and protection. Their rebellion was total, both spiritual and political. 

God begins verse 35, “Therefore, O harlot…”.   The “lovers” of Israel will turn on her with destruction and her Husband will not only allow it, He will enable it. He compares Jerusalem with her northern counterpart (that had already fallen to Assyria) and with Sodom’s wickedness to the south. Jerusalem outdid them both in her rebellion against God (verse 52).  Beginning in verse 60, God reveals that though they have broken the covenant, He will still remember it and keep them as His people.

Chapter 17 tells the story of Zedekiah, the puppet king in Jerusalem. Though Babylon planted Judah in the great city of the same name (according to God’s will concerning His people), Zedekiah and his counsel cried to Egypt for help, but that action only resulted in Babylon’s further attack on God’s capital. (Read the parable/riddle with care and observe your study Bible’s footnotes to keep track of the story’s references to “him” and “he”.)

Verses 22-24 are considered a messianic prophecy.
